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ACT
of 12 November 1965

PRIVATE INTERNATIONAL LAW
(Dziennik Ustaw 1965, No. 46, item 290 with subsequent amendments: Dziennik 
Ustaw 1995, No. 83, item 417; 1999, No. 52, item 532)

I. General Provisions
Article 1. 1. The Act shall lay down the law governing international personal and 

property relations within the scope of civil, family and guardianship law, likewise 
the labour law.

2. The provisions of this Act shall not apply if an international agreement to 
which the Polish People’s Republic is a party provides otherwise.

Article 2. 1. Where statutory law provides that the national law shall apply, a 
Polish citizen shall fall under the Polish law notwithstanding the fact that, under the 
law of another state, he or she would be considered a citizen of said state. 

2. The national law of a foreigner who has a citizenship of two or more states 
shall be the law of the state with which he or she has the closest links. 

Article 3. Where statutory law provides that the national law shall apply and it 
shall prove impossible to establish the citizenship of a given person or the person 
does not have a citizenship of any state, the law of the state in which the person’s 
place of residence is located shall apply. 

Article 4. 1. Where foreign law indicated as governing herein requires the Polish 
law to be applied to a given legal relationship, the Polish law shall apply. 

2. Where foreign national law indicated as governing herein requires different 
foreign law to be applied to a given legal relationship, the different law shall apply.

Article 5. Where there are different legal systems in force in a state the law of 
which shall be governing, the law of this state shall stipulate which of the systems is 
to be applied. 

Article 6. Foreign law shall not apply where application thereof would have 
effects contradictory to fundamental principles of legal order of the Polish People’s 
Republic.

Article 7. Where it shall prove impossible to establish circumstances which 
determine the governing foreign law, or where it shall prove impossible to indicate 
the substance of the governing foreign law, the Polish law shall apply.
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